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SUBJECT: REACTOR SAFETY ADVICE TO COUNTRIES INITIATING 
NUCLEAR POWER PROGRAMS 

1 . IN THE TYPICAL POWER REACTOR PROJECT OF AN IMPORTING 
COUNTRY, THE PROJECT ORGANIZATION RECEIVES, PRIMARILY UNDER 
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CONTRACT WITH CONSULTING ENGINEERING FIRMS AND, IN DUE 
COURSE, FROM THE SELECTED REACTOR VENDOR, ADVICE AND 
ASSISTANCE ON A WHOLE RANGE OF TECHNICAL AND MANAGEMENT 
MATTERS, INCLUDING VARIOUS SAFETY ANALYSES. IN THE CASE OF 
COUNTRIES IMPORTING LIGHT WATER REACTORS, ESPECIALLY THOSE 
OF U.S. DESIGN. THE U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION, OUT- 
SIDE THE CONTEXT OF SUCH CONTRACTUAL ARRANGEMENTS, OFFERS 
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ASSISTANCE TO THE REGULATORY AUTHORITIES OF THE IMPORTING 
COUNTRY (AND SECONDARILY THE SAFETY ORGANIZATION OF THE 
PROJECT ORGANIZATION) IN THE FORM OF DOCUMENTATION, CON- 
SULTATIONS, TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES, AND EXPERT ADVISORS. 

THIS ASSISTANCE IS OFFERED BOTH THROUGH THE INTERNATIONAL 
ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY AND ON A BILATERAL BASIS, AND IS OFTEN 
DESCRIBED WITHIN A FORMAL REGULATORY INFORMATION EXCHANGE 
ARRANGEMENT CONCLUDED BETWEEN THE NRC AND ITS COUNTERPART 
ORGANIZATION IN THE IMPORTING COUNTRY. 

2. IN DISCUSSIONS OF THE ASSISTANCE WHICH NRC OFFERS TO 

IMPORTING COUNTRIES, SUCH COUNTRIES HAVE INDICATED THAT 
GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES OF CERTAIN EXPORTING COUNTRIES 
(FRANCE, FRG, UK) ARE WILLING TO COMMIT THEMSELVES TO 
PROVIDING REGULATORY-TYPE SAFETY REVIEWS DURING THE 
COURSE OF A REACTOR PROJECT. 

3. IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND BETTER ANY SIGNIFICANT 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN WHAT NRC PROVIDES IN THE WAY OF 
ASSISTANCE AND WHAT IS PROVIDED BY GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZA- 
TIONS OF OTHER SUPPLIER COUNTRIES, MISSIONS ARE REQUESTED 
TO CONTACT POWER REACTOR PROJECT ORGANIZATIONS AND TO 
DEVELOP INFORMATION, TO EXTENT POSSIBLE, IN ANSWER TO THE 
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 

A. DOES THE ORGANIZATION HAVE A CONTRACT OR OTHER FORMAL 
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UNDERSTANDING REGARDING SITING, REACTOR-DESIGN, OR OTHER 
TYPES OF SAFETY OR ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ANALYSES OR 
REVIEWS WHICH INVOLVES ASSISTANCE FROM A GOVERNMENT 
AGENCY OR MINISTRY OF A FOREIGN COUNTRY? 

B. WHAT COUNTRIES AND AGENCIES ARE INVOLVED? 

C. WHAT TYPES OF REVIEWS WILL BE PERFORMED? 

D. WHO DETERMINES THE SCOPE, INTENSITY, TIMING AND DURA 
TION OF THE REVIEWS? 

E. WHAT LIMITATIONS ARE THERE REGARDING THE MINIMUM OR 
MAXIMUM LEVELS OF EFFORT? 

F. ARE THE REVIEWS BEING PERFORMED UNDER A CONSULTANCY 
CONTRACT? DOES THE CONTRACT CONCERN ONLY SUCH ASSISTANCE 
OR DOES IT CONCERN A WIDE RANGE OF SERVICES BY BOTH 
GOVERNMENTAL AND COMMERCIAL ENTITIES? 

G. WHAT IS THE COST OF THE REVIEW SERVICES? 

H. HOW IS REIMBURSEMENT HANDLED? 

I. TO WHAT EXTENT IS SAFETY ASSISTANCE PROVIDED FREE- 
OF-CHARGE TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE IMPORTING COUNTRY BY 
THAT OF THE EXPORTING COUNTRY? 

4. ANSWERS RECEIVED BY NRC ON OR BEFORE JULY 14 WOULD BE 
MOST HELPFUL, BUT LATER RESPONSES WOULD ALSO BE USEFUL. 
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5. FOR MADRID: ANY INFORMATION EMBASSY CAN PROVIDE IN 
RESPONSE TO ABOVE QUESTIONS WITHOUT, REPEAT, WITHOUT 
CONTACTING PROJECT ORGANIZATIONS WOULD BE MOST APPRECIATED. 
VANCE 
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